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sion have also made some suggestions as to deterrent effects, which, it is believed, 
will merit the approval of the Legislature. The report is quite extensive, and 
annexed thereto is a bill designed to carry into effect the recommendations of the 
Commission, 

Blbbiook T. Gbbrt. 
III. 



COLTTMBIA, large hearted and tender, 

Too long for the good of your kin 
You have shared your home's comfort and splendor 

With all who have asked to come in. 
The smile of your true eyes has lighted 

The way to your wide open door; 
You have held out full hands and invited 

The beggar to take from your store. 

Your over-run proud sister nations, 

Whose offspring you help them to keep. 
Are sending their poorest relations — 

Their unruly, their vicious black sheep. 
Unwashed and unlettered you take them. 

And lo ! we are pushed from your knee; 
We are governed by laws as they make them, 

We are slaves in the land of the free. 

Columbia, you know the devotion 

Of these who have sprung from your soil ; 
Shall aliens born over the ocean 

Dispute us the fruits of our toil ? 
Most noble and gracious of mothers. 

Your children rise up and demand 
That you bring us no mere foster brothers 

To breed discontent in the land. 

Be prudent before you are zealous — 

Not generous only, but just; 
Our hearts are grown wrathful and jealous 

Tow'rd those who have outraged your trust 
They jostle and crowd in our places, 

They sneer at the comforts you gave; 
We say. Shut the door in their faces, 

Until they have learned to behave 1 

In hearts that are greedy and hate-full. 

They harbor ill will and deceit; 
They ask for more favors, ungrateful 

For those you have poured at their feet. 
Kise up in your grandeur, and straightway 

Bar out the bold clamoring mass; 
Let sentinels stand at your gateway. 

To see who is worthy to pass. 
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Give first to your own faithful toUers 

The freedom our birthright should claim, 
And take from these ruthless despoilers 

The power which they use to our shame. 
Columbia, too long you have dallied 

With foes whom you feed from your store; 
It is time that your wardens were rallied 

And stationed outside the locked door. 

Ella. Wheelkb Wilcox . 
IV. 

BEMAKKS ON BALLOTING AND COPYRIGHT. 

All people interested in purifying our politics must realize that one of the 
questions that demand immediate attention is the substitution of some system akin 
to that obtaining in Australia for our present methods of printing and distribnt- 
ing ballots at the expense, and by the agents, of the various candidates and 
political organizations. The ballots should be printed by the State, a sufficient 
guarantee being required of those who ask that a given set be printed, 
so as to prevent a needless multiplication of candidates with little or no 
support ; and they should be distributed without the intervention of ticket peddlers 
and the like. Erch voter should have the various sets of ballots put into his hand, 
and then should be obliged to rely on his own knowledge in choosing out the indi- 
viduals for whom he wishes to vote. This, by the way, would provide a very 
practical " educational test," not only for the illiterate, but also for very many of 
those who pride themselves upon being " intelligent voters," and who are, never- 
theless, afflicted with a singularly dense and profound ignorance of all that goes on 
in their own districts. 

Anent another subject, permit me to record my regret that when we seemed 
on the eve of at last winning a victory for honest copyright, Mr. Fearsall Smith 
should have started in to make what I trust wUl prove to be an ineffectual diver- 
sion in favor of the enemy. 

THEODOEK ROOSKVELT. 

V. 

GENIUS AND IDIOCT. 

Nearly every lover of music who can command the requisite entrance fee has 
within the past few months listened to the performance of a lad not yet in his 
teens upon the most elaborate of modarn musical instruments. Without compre- 
hending the rules of composition, he composes correctly, he improvises, he inter- 
prets, and, in short, does an amazing number of things difficult for any one, and 
which he has no business to do according to any established precedent. It is no 
wonder that every one with music in his, and especially in her soul, should be en- 
chanted by his unaffected ways, childlike simplicity, and wonderful natural en- 
dowments. 

Contemporary with this boy, though his senior by many years, is another 
musical genius. He played the piano by instinct at as early an age as did young 
Hofmanu. With iafinitely fewer advantages he developed a facility quite as 
wonderful in its way . Blind he is too. and bom a slave with a black skin. It is 
not our purpose to compare Blind Tom with the gifted young Pole, but the two 
afford such a parallel of oppositions that the contrast and the likeness provoke le- 
flectiou. 



